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SUB J : MFA WARNS CHINESE AMBASSADOR ON HELICOPTER INCIDENT 
REF: MOSCOW 6400 

1. PRAVDA MAY 3 PUBLISHES TASS REPORT OF MFA STATEMENT READ 
TO PRC AMBASSADOR ON MAY 2 BY DEPFONMIN ILICHEV (NOMINALLY 
STILL HEAD OF SOVIET BORDER TALKS DELEGATION) ON DETENTION OF 
HELICOPTER AND CREW IN SINKIANG SINCE MARCH 14. STATEMENT 
REVIEWS PREVIOUS EXCHANGES ON SUBJECT AND ACCUSES PRC OF USING 
INCIDENT FOR "FURTHER COMPLICATION SOVIET-CHINESE RELATIONS." 

IT ASSERTS THAT CHINESE DETENTION OF CREW IS CONTRARY TO 
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THEIR FAMILIES AND SOVIET PUBLIC ARE NATURALLY WORRIED ABOUT 
THEIR FATE. 

2. STATEMENT SAYS SOVIET GOVERNMENT INSISTS ON IMMEDIATE 
RETURN OF ALL THREE CREW MEMBERS AND HELICOPTER. IT WARNS 
THAT IF CHINESE SIDE INTENDS TO CONTINUE DETAINING CREW, 

MOCKING SOVIET PEOPLE, IT "THEREBY ASSUMES FULL RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE INEVITABLE CONSEQUENCES OF SUCH A PROVOCATIVE POSITION." 

3. COMMENT: AS WE SUGGESTED REFTEL, SOVIETS APPEAR TO BE 
REACHING THE END OF THEIR DIPLOMATIC ROPE. WARNING OF 
"INEVITABLE CONSEQUENCES'" AND ALLUSION TO SOVIET PUBLIC OPINION 
(WHOSE INTEREST WHETTED BY APRIL 28 PRAVDA FEATURE ON INCIDENT) 
HINT AT POSSIBLE SOVIET ESCALATION OF ISSUE TO ANTI-CHINESE 
DEMONSTRATIONS OR OTHER MANIFESTATIONS OF POPULAR WRATH, WITH 
THE ATTENDANT HEIGHTENING OF SINO-SOVIET TENSIONS. 
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